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INFORi..IAL BEARINGS ON LFITAL dL'ING COMING ' ' 

Economic s tud ie s were begun today at -the Yfage and Hour Div is ion for two i n -

fori ial f a c t - f i n d i n g hear ings on the meta l mining i n d u s t r y which w i l l be he ld in the 

near f u t u r e . The s t u d i e s were ordered by Colonel P h i l i p B» Fleming, Adminis t ra tor 

of the D i v i s i o n , a f t e r confer r ing v/i th execut ives of t h e I n t e m a t i o n a l Union of 

Mine, Mi l l and Siae I t e r Yf or leers (C . I .O . ) 

One of the hearings w i l l be i n Birmingham, Alabama; t h e other v d l l be in a 

v/cstcrn c i t y convenient to tho raetal mining indus t ry of tho mountain s t a t e s . 

D e t a i l s of t h e hear ings v / i l l bo announced soon. Colonel Floming s a i d . 

Fac t s found a t tho hear ing v / i l l be used i n a r r i v i n g at ada i i rds t ra t ive d e t e r ­

mina t ions on v/hofcher the v/ork dj-iy begins and ends v/hon the worker en te rs and leaves 

the mine or v/hcn he a r r i v e s a t and loaves h i s v/ork p laco i n the mine . 

Colonel Fleming in July announced tha t in ca r ry ing out i t s enforcement du t i e s 

in the bituminous coal i n d u s t r y , t h e Divis ion v d l l accord g rea t v/eight to any 

reasonab le s tandards for de tennin ing working time v/Mch r ep re sen t the p r e v a i l i n g 

custom and p r a c t i c e s and are supported by a long h i s t o r y of bona f i d e c o l l e c t i v e 

ba rga in ing agreements. In l i n e v/ith -this p o l i c y . Colonel Fleming announced a t t h a t 

timo t h a t the computing of working t ime on a "face to face" b a s i s in a bituminous 

coal mining i n d u s t r y would not be held unreasonable , "Face to face" means a t t h e 

exposed ve in of coal whero the v/ork i s done, 

A consent decree en te red i n the United S t a t e s D i s t r i c t Court for the Western 

D i s t r i c t of YJashington, Northern D iv i s i on , on May 3 , en jo in ing the Cornucopia Gold 

Mines conta ined a s t i p u l a t i o n t h a t t imo spent by employoos i n t r a v e l i n g from the 

p o r t a l " or entrance of tho mino to the "face" or p l ace v/liore they v/ork and back 
i s to be doomed time workod, . p • ' •• 
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Off icers of the Union who coid'errcd w i t h Colonel Fleraing ask t h a t he apply 

the s t i p u l a t i o n regerd ing hours v/orked i n the Cornucopia case to a l l subsurface 

metal mining . Colonel Flciming's conferees inc luded Reid Robinson, P r e s i d e n t of 

the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Union, and Benjaiain R i sk in , Research D i r e c t o r , both of Denver, 

Colo,I Van D, Jones, member of t h e Union ' s I n t e m a t i o n a l Board, and W, B, Lemley, 

YJ, C, Gunnin, John H i l l , J , L, Robinson, James Lipscomb, Louis T a r r a n t , Asbury 

Hov/or, J e s s i e Gainos, a l l of Bessemer, Alabama; and E, A, Sisemoro of Powdorly, 

Alabama, Tho l a s t naned a l l a re o f f i c e r s or r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s of l o c a l s ope ra t ing 

i n the m.incs of Tennessee Coal, I ron and Ra i l road Company, t h e Sloss Shoff io ld 

Coiapany, Yfoodward-Iron Corapany, and Republic S t e e l Company, 
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